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Speaker Biographies  

 

Fahri Altıngöz, Assistant General Manager, Aksigorta Turkey 

 

Fahri Altıngöz is responsible for Corporate Sales, Underwriting & Reinsurance. He chairs 

the Insurance Practitioners Association, and Non- Life insurance working group of 

Turkish Industry and Business Association. He is also a board member of the 

Agricultural Insurance Pool and Certification & Training Centre. He is a committee 

member of Association of the Insurance, Reinsurance & Pension Companies of Turkey. 

He is also a Lecturer at Marmara University, in the Banking and Insurance Department. 

He has worked for Aksigorta since 2005. He also worked as the founder General 

Manager of TEB (Zurich) Insurance Company between 1997 – 2005. 

 

 

 

Sydney Chamberlin, Climate Policy Associate, The Nature Conservancy 

 

Sydney is a Climate Policy Associate for The Nature Conservancy in California, where 

she works to elevate the role of nature in the state’s approach to climate change. She 

works with diverse, interdisciplinary teams to develop and manage projects that build 

on conservation and climate science to advance nature-based strategies that can help 

Californians mitigate and adapt to climate change. Prior to her role at The Nature 

Conservancy, Sydney completed a year of public service in the California Legislature, 

where she worked as a committee consultant and science fellow for the Senate 

Committee on Natural Resources & Water. She holds bachelor’s degrees in 

mathematics and physics from Utah State University, a doctorate in physics from the 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and a project management certificate from Cornell 

University. 

 

 

 

Jonathan Clark, Head of Public Sector, North America, Guy Carpenter  

 

Jake is a Managing Director located in Guy Carpenter’s Norwalk, CT office. Jake's 

responsibilities fall within Guy Carpenter’s North American broking operations.  

 

Jake started his insurance career as an underwriter with Chubb. In 1992 he joined Guy 

Carpenter and over the ensuing years has represented regional, national and global 

insurers across the reinsurance marketplace. In addition to his account responsibilities, 

he is a member of the Company’s Public Sector practice with responsibility for North 

America. 

 

During his tenure at Guy Carpenter, Jake spent four years on assignment in Munich 

Germany handling multi-national client engagements, and previously served as a 

representative of Marsh & McLennan Securities Corporation (the predecessor 

organization to GC Securities). Jake earned his BA degree as a government major from 

St. Lawrence University. 

 



 
 

 

Amaury Dufetel, Head of Parametric Insurance, AXA  

 

Amaury leads the business development and underwriting of parametric insurance 

worldwide at AXA, where he has worked since 2003. He was notably the Chief Actuary 

of AXA Global Re leading to the creation of the first in-house CAT models. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew Eagle, Head of Global Model Solutions and Advisory, Guy Carpenter  

 

Matthew Eagle is Managing Director and Head of Global Model Solutions and Advisory 

at Guy Carpenter. In this role, he is responsible for providing thought and resource 

leadership for natural and man-made catastrophe risk. Matthew leads cat advisory and 

model development teams developing solutions and insights to help clients formulate 

their view of risk for use across all aspects of their business. Matthew has over 26 years 

of experience in the reinsurance sector with a focus on catastrophe analytics and 

previously worked in statistical software and consulting. He has an MSc in Statistics 

from the University of Minnesota and is a fellow of the Royal Statistical Society. 

 

 

 

Andy Elliott, Consultant and Trainer, WildfireTac; Senior Research Fellow in Wildfire, 

University of Exeter; National Wildfire Tactical Advisor, Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and 

Rescue Service, UK 

 

Andy Elliott has had two parallel careers for most of his working life; one in Local 

Government and the other in the Fire and Rescue Service. He was made redundant 

from his Local Government post in 2018 and now runs his own Wildfire Training and 

Consultancy business - WildfireTac.  

 

Andy is a Station Commander with Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service and a 

National Wildfire Tactical Advisor. 

 

Since January 2020, he has been employed by the University of Exeter as a Senior 

Research Fellow in Wildfire where he is helping to create a UK Fire Danger Rating 

System and is investigating UK wildfire ignition causes. 

Andy’s passion for wildfire knowledge and the experiences outlined above, drive him to 

improve vegetation fire safety and training in the UK. 

 

 

 
 

Andrew Engler, CEO, Kettle Re 

 

Andrew is an experienced executive with over a decade working in the insurtech and 

reinsurance space. He is co-founder and CEO of Kettle, a Bermuda based 

MGA/reinsurer that uses machine learning to provide coverage to climate-exposed 

regions.  Before that, he helped found and lead Argo Group’s Digital Division as VP of 

Digital. Spending his time between Bermuda and New York, Andrew is passionate about 

utilizing groundbreaking machine learning to solve some of the most complex issues 

facing the Re/insurance world today. 

 

 



 
 

 

David Fox, CEO, Geospatial Insight 

 

Dave is the CEO of Geospatial Insight. He is responsible for the overall strategy and 

performance of the business and leads business development in the Insurance sector. 

 

 

 

 

Guillermo Franco, Managing Director & Global Head of Cat Risk Research, Guy 

Carpenter 

 

Dr. Guillermo Franco is Managing Director and Global Head of Catastrophe Risk 

Research at Guy Carpenter. He currently coordinates Guy Carpenter’s research and 

development efforts in parametric risk transfer. Previously, he was responsible for 

catastrophe risk model evaluation activities through the Model Suitability Analysis 

(MSA)® initiative. Before joining Guy Carpenter, Guillermo was a Manager and Principal 

Engineer at AIR Worldwide, where he led the Decision Analytics practice focusing on 

portfolio optimization and parametric risk transfer. Prior to that, he was a Research 

Fellow at Columbia University’s Earth Institute, where he explored the socioeconomic 

impacts of natural disasters. 

 

 

 

Rob Gazzard, Advisor, Contingency Planning and Wildfire, Forestry Commission, UK  

 

Rob is the Forestry Commission’s advisor on wildfire and he advises central 

government. He has worked on several UK Climate Change Risk Assessments (CCRA) 

and National Adaptation Programmes (NAP) and has attended several international 

TREX events in Spain and the United States. He was an EU Civil Protection Mechanism 

advisor and operational member and also has experience in policy and wildfire and 

prescribed fire operations in the United Kingdom and internationally. 

 

 

 

Antonio Gomes, Deputy Director, Directorate for Financial and Enterprise Affairs, 

OECD 

 

Antonio Gomes is Deputy Director of the Directorate for Financial and Enterprise Affairs 

of the OECD (OECD/DAF) and Head of Business Conduct and Competition, overseeing 

the work of the Competition Division, the Centre on Responsible Business Conduct, the 

Anti-corruption Division and the Corporate Governance and Corporate Finance Division. 

As Deputy Director of DAF since 2020, he was previously Head of Competition, Finance, 

and Investment (DAF Market Cluster).  

 

Mr. Gomes served as Acting Deputy Director of OECD/DAF (2018-2020), Head of the 

OECD Competition Division (2016-2018), President of the Portuguese Competition 

Authority (2013-2016), Senior Competition Expert at the OECD Competition Division 

(2013) and Director of the Merger Department of the Portuguese Competition 

Authority (2007-2013). Since 2005, he has been an Assistant Professor at the 

Universidade de Aveiro, Portugal. Antonio Gomes holds a PhD in Economics from the 

University of York, U.K., and Master Degrees in Economics from the University of York 

and the Universidade Nova de Lisboa. 



 
 

 

Kilian Heil, Officer, Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Regions and Tourism 

 

Kilian is an officer for natural hazard management and climate change adaptation.  

Besides coordinating two working groups, dealing with natural hazards and climate 

change adaptation in the Alpine Region, his work has a special focus on forest fire 

management. A main objective of his efforts is the implementation of strategic policy 

priorities for forest fire protection at the national level. After working for a regional 

office of the Austrian Torrent and Avalanche Control Service, he joined the superior 

directorate at the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Regions and Tourism. He holds a 

Bachelor’s degree in Technical Physics from the Technical University Vienna, and a 

Master degree in Alpine Natural Hazards from the University of Applied Life Sciences, 

Vienna. 

 

 

José Leão, Head of Reinsurance, Ageas Portugal 

 

José is the Head of Reinsurance for Grupo Ageas Portugal. He is responsible for the 

placement of the reinsurance program of Ageas Portugal, for Non-Life, Life & Health. In 

addition, he is the President of the Technical Commission for Catastrophic Risks in the 

Portuguese Association of Insurers.  

 

José liaises between reinsurers and various internal departments of the Group in order 

to implement new reinsurance solutions, new services or new products.  

 

He joined Ocidental in 1996 and has held various management positions, in a number 

of areas of the group (claims, planning & control, balance scorecard, etc.). This includes 

having responsibility as  General Manager of one of the subsidiary companies of 

Seguros e Pensões and Millenniumbcp in Mozambique.   

 

He has a degree in Economics from Faculdade de Economia da Universidade do Porto 

and several Executive Education Programs (Centre for Creative Leadership, Brussels; 

Ashridge Business School, London and Duke Corporate Education / Ageas Academy, 

London). 

 

 
 

Xavier Leflaive Principal Administrator, Environment Directorate, OECD 

 

Xavier leads the work on Resilience, Adaptation to climate change and Water in the 

OECD Environment Directorate. The programme of work aims to support governments 

design, implementation and financing of policies that contribute to water security and 

adaptation to a changing climate. On-going projects cover measuring adaptation, 

adaptation finance, wildfires management, climate-resilient infrastructure (including 

nature-based solutions), financing water, and water & health. 

Xavier joined the OECD in 2004. He coordinated the Recommendation of the OECD 

Council on water, which captures OECD policy guidance on the management of water 

resources, water supply and sanitation services, and water-related risks. He has 

facilitated policy reforms in Brazil, Korea, Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia.  

 

Xavier Leflaive studied business administration and social theory in France, Canada and 

the UK. He holds a PhD in Social and Political Sciences from the University of 

Cambridge, UK.  

 



 
 

 

Ruth Lux, Head of Public Sector, Europe, Middle East and Africa, Guy Carpenter  

 

Ruth Lux leads the Europe, Middle East and Africa Public Sector practice at Guy 

Carpenter. Her work supports governments and public sector entities in developing risk 

transfer solutions to mitigate against the impacts of emerging and evolving global and 

national risks and in building resilience. Prior to joining Guy Carpenter she headed up 

political and terrorism risk analytics at JLT Specialty and before that she founded and 

headed up a political risk consultancy, providing risk analytics and risk transfer 

strategies to companies across all sectors and also worked closely with the Foreign & 

Commonwealth Office and the Home Office. She holds an MSc in International 

Relations from London School of Economics.  

 

 

 

Dr. Alejandro Marti, CEO, Mitiga Solutions 

 

Dr. Alejandro (Alex) Martí is the CEO and co-founder of Mitiga Solutions.  Alex also 

leads the Natural Hazards and Social Hazards (NaSH) group at the Spanish National 

Supercomputing Centre, and he is a chairman for the United Nations ITU focus group on 

AI for Natural Hazards. Finally, Alex also serves as international expert for UNDP to 

design and implement a unified hazard modelling and mapping methodology for 

extreme weather events. 

 

Alex aims at combining his different roles to bridge the gap between science and 

industry, by developing technological and risk transfer solutions against natural 

catastrophes for risk managers. In particular, his interest lies in the field of climate 

adaptation, designing and implementing science-based deterministic models that 

employs AI and HPC to predict and mitigate the impact of climate and natural hazards. 

 

For over a decade, he pioneered the use of geospatial technology to quantify the 

impact of climate for the U.S. Government, bridging cutting-edge R&D into industry and 

collaborating with various organizations such as NASA, NOAA, and Microsoft. Prior to 

that, Alex worked as a climate scientist at the UK Met Office and collaborated with 

different research and academic stakeholders.   

 

 

 

Shanna McIntyre, Founder and Chief Data Officer, Delos 

 

Shanna is the cofounder and Chief Data Officer of Delos Insurance, an MGA offering 

property coverage in catastrophe-stressed markets. A former physicist and aerospace 

engineer, she now leads the company’s applications of cutting-edge data sources and 

methodologies that enable highly accurate performance, profitability, and stability in 

the face of climate change. She is responsible for defining and executing innovative 

application of Delos’s world-class analytics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Dr. Jaesung Park, Head of Research, Nephila Capital  

 

Jaesung Park is a Head of Research in Nephila, which is one of the largest ILS hedge fund 

managers. He is leading research on catastrophe risk and modeling, portfolio 

optimization and pricing, and data science studies. Prior to joining Nephila, Jaesung 

worked at AIR Worldwide as a senior principal engineer and led and participated in 

various projects including AIR’s catastrophe model development, software development 

for probabilistic catastrophe risk analysis, corporate risk evaluation and mitigation, 

sovereign catastrophe risk modeling and  financing, and scientific research.   

 

Jaesung holds MSc (2000) and PhD (2004) in Civil and Environmental Engineering from 

University of California at Berkeley and his primary research focused on parallel 

computing and numerical analysis of seismic response of structure. During his study in 

Berkeley, he worked on a project called SPUR (Seismic Performance of Urban Region), 

which was NSF sponsored large scale numerical simulation project solving fault rupture 

mechanism, wave propagation, and structural responses. Jaesung published related 

studies in papers. 

 

 

 

António Patrão, Sub-Regional Fire Management Head, Portugal 

 

António holds a Forester MA from the University of Lisbon and Post-graduated in Social 

Dynamics, Natural and Technological Risks. He is a Phd Candidate in “Territory, Risk and 

Public Policies”, at the University of Coimbra. Currently, he is a Sub-Regional Fire 

Management Head at the Portuguese Forest Service. He has international experience in 

fire management and prescribed fire, with a core interest in: i) fire management; ii) fire 

adapted communities; iii) fire management towards community empowerment and 

development; iv) participatory and collaborative art-based methods. 

 

 

 

Francisco Senra Rivero, Head of Area, Environment and Water Agency of Andalucía 

(AMAYA), Spain  

 

Francisco Senra Rivero has worked in, and studied forest fire management, with a focus 

in suppression, prevention, mitigation, analysis, consulting and education activities for 

almost twenty-three years. 

 

He has covered positions ranging from wildfire crew boss to wildfire analyst, a position 

he helped to develop and promote. He was also the coordinator of the INFOCA Wildfire 

Analyst Unit.  

 

In 2018, the CILIFO project, INTERREG POCTEP 2014-2020 project started, with a 24 

million Euro budget and a partnership with 18 different institutions- Portuguese and 

Spanish. Within the project, the public agency he works with helped to develop actions 

for an overall budget of 7.4 million Euros. He was the coordinator of Activity 4, research 

and innovation, and, from August 2020, took on the overall responsibility for the 

project in AMAYA.  

 

He is in charge of international projects within the Wildfire and Environmental 

Emergencies Sub-direction in AMAYA and supervises the INFOCA Wildfire Analysis Unit. 

 



 

 

 

Modris Stasuls, Deputy Head of Prevention and Disaster Risk Management, 

Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations 

(ECHO), European Commission 

 

Modris Stasuls has served as the Deputy Head of Unit for Prevention and Disaster Risk 

Management in DG ECHO at the European Commission since July 2017. 

 

Previously, he also worked as Head of Analytical Sector, Team Leader of Analysis and 

Information Management, Team Leader for Operations in the Emergency Response 

Coordination Centre in the same Directorate-General (ECHO) at the European 

Commission in 2012-2017. 

He worked as Head of Section Crisis Management and Business Continuity, Surveillance 

and Response Support Unit in the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 

(ECDC), before joining the European Commission. 

 

 

 

Tatu Torniainen, Ministerial Adviser, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Finland  

 

Tatu is a civil servant in the ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. He is responsible for 

policy development in relation to forest and climate change mitigation and adaptation 

with a special focus on the prevention of forest disturbances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Jessica Turner, Managing Director, Catastrophe Advisory, Guy Carpenter  

 

Jessica Turner leads a team responsible for catastrophe advisory in the EMEA and Asia-

Pac regions. In this capacity, she helps clients develop their own view of risk, including 

assessing climate change risk. She has a PhD in atmospheric science and has worked in 

the catastrophe-modelling field for 12 years; besides working for Guy Carpenter in the 

broking sector, she also has experience at a model vending firm and a primary insurer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

João Carlos Verde, Advisor to the Board of the Portuguese Agency for Wildland Fire 

Integrated Management  

 

João is a physical geographer, and holds a Ph.D, with a dissertation on Wildfire 

Susceptibility Modelling in Mainland Portugal, and conducted research in risk modelling 

at the RISKam research group (Environmental Hazard and Risk Assessment and 

Management) at the University of Lisbon. 

He is currently an advisor at the Portuguese Agency for Wildland Fire Integrated 

Management. He has also worked as an advisor at the Special Unit for Portuguese 

Wildfire Management System, which was created by the Portuguese Government late 

2017 after a very severe fire campaign. 

His previous work experience includes several years at the Portuguese National 

Authority for Civil Protection, during which he took on tasks such as advising the 

national command for relief operations and delegating to the ProCiv working party of 

the Council of the European Union. He has also worked for the Portuguese National 

Forest Authority as liaison with Civil Protection. 

João Carlos Verde has training under the Union Civil Protection Mechanism Training 

Programme. 

 

 

Charles Whitmore, President Global Accounts, Guy Carpenter  

 

Charles Whitmore was a founding member of Guy Carpenter’s Global Public Sector 

practice, established in 2014 as a response to the growing imperative for Governments 

and public entities to identify and transfer risk to the balance sheet of the private 

(re)insurance market. He has been involved in many public sector initiatives across the 

International region, and is GC’s Account Executive for Flood Re. 

 

 


